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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Secries updated since the May 1995 issue are: populaticn; labour
force, industriai disputes; housing finance, building approvals,
building commencements, engineering construction, price index
of house building materials and of established houses, average
weekly earnings; retail turnover and average retail prices; and
new motor vehicie registrations.

Notable movements in this issue include:

® The estimated resident population of the ACT at
31 December 1994 was 301,700; an increase of 200 in
the December guarter. This indicates the lowest
quarterly growth over the year for the ACT,
predominately due to a net migration loss of 615,
compared to a loss of 114 in the previous quarter. The
ACT's growth rale for 1993-94 was 0.7 per cent {not
published in the ACT Business Indicators), & decrease of
(.84 per cent from the previous year and the jowest rate
experienced in the ACT since 1941 at 002 per cent.

® ACT trend estimate for the number empioyed gradually
decreased over the last seven months. In May 1994,
153,500 people were employed in the ACT (down
0.19-). The national trend for employment increased to
8,224,100, an merease of 0.3 per cent from the previous
month. Unemployment for the ACT continued to
increase for April 1995 to reach 12,300; the highest level
of unemployment since December 1993 (12400} The
trend unemployment rate for the ACT rose to
7.4 per cent, while the participalion rate remained steady
at 72.1 per cent.

#® The trend series for the value of housing commitments
financed in the ACT continued to decline. The value of
ACT financed housing commitments for March 1995
was $68.5 million; a decrease of 6.7 per cent from the
previous month.  Seasonally adjusied, the value of
commitments decreased by 1.2 per cent to $66.3 millica.
The national trend recorded a 2.9 per cent decrease for
the same period.

® The trend for the total number of ACT dwelling units
approved in Apri] 1995 was 173. This represcnied a
decrease of 11.3 per cent from the previous month and
is the highest monthly fall since May 1954 (16.0%).
The trend estimate of ACT approvals has declined by
61.0 per cent since the housing boom in January 1994,
which peaked at 444, Of all the States and Territories,
ACT recorded the greatest fall for the last fouor
consecutive months. The original estimates for the value
of approvals for residential alterations and additions, and
for non-residential buildings rose to $4.4 million (12.8%)

and $29.2 million (78.0%) respectively, while the value
of new residential buildings decreased to 316.6 million
(2.9%).

The nember of new dwelling units commenced in the
ACT decreased by 29.7 per cent to 357 units in the
December quarter 1954, In value terms, this represents
a decrease of 23.2 per cent 10 $41.0 million. Similarly,
the value of non-residential buoilding commencements
and the value of total commencements for the ACT also
decreased in the same quarter to $72.9 million (28.8%)
and $172.9 million (15.7%}), respectively.

The value of enginesring construction work done during
the December quarter 1994 decreased by 4.4 per cent to
$51.8 million. This represented the second lowest fall
across all States and Tetritories.

Trend estimates of average weekly earnings for the ACT
continued the steady upward movement apparent over
the past two years. The average weekly earnings for
February 1995 was $601.60; an increase of 0.2 per cent
from the previous month and 1.0 per cent over the past
twelve months. Despite the higher increases reported for
the national average weekly earnings (0.4% and 3.4% in
the comresponding periods}, the ACT level of sverage
weekly earnings is still above the national level of
$544.40.

An 0.8 per cent increase for April 1995 has raised retail
twnover trend estimates to $183.1 million in the ACT.
This is the second strongest growth across all States and
Territories and is also above the national trend retail
tarnover of 0.5 per cent. The largest increase in turnover
far the ACT oceurred within the clothing and soft good
retailing industry (3.1%: not published in ACT Business
Indicators), followed by the hospitality and services
industry (3.0%). In the twelve months to April 1995, the
retail turmover for the ACT showed a 5.7 per cent
incresse.

In April 1995, 1,030 new motor vehicles were registered
in the ACT, down 0.7 per cent from the previous month.
In contrast there was a national increase of 0.5 per cent
in the same month to reach a peak of 54,272 registrations
since April 1990 (54.305). For the ACT this 15 the
second consecutive fall in car registrations after six
successive months of increases.

Dalma Jacobs
Statistician Australian Capital Territory

INQUIRIES ® for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished
statistics contact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06) 207 0315 or any ABS State office.

® for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on
Canberra (06) 252 6627, or 252 6007 or any ABS State office.
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, JUNE
QUARTER 1988MARCH QUARTER 1996

EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

(per cent)
Australian
Capital
Period Territory Australia
Shon-tenm
Mar. qur 1994-June gtr 1954 1.6 19
June gtr 1994-—Sept. qtr 1994 13 18
Sept. gtr 1994-Dec. qtr 1994 i1 36
Dec. gtr 1994-Mar. gir 1995 -13 -0.5
Mar. qtr 1995-June qtr 1995 52 1.4
Medium-term
Mar. qtr 1994-Mar. gir 1995 38 ERY
June qir 1994-June qtr 1995 62 i3
Sept. gtr 1994-Sept. qir 1995 | 33 28
Dec. gtr 1994-Dec. qir 1995 35 3.3
Mar. qir 1995-Tune gtr 995 a0 30

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JUNE 1995

Australian Capital Territory

Awstralia

Change from Change from

previous same period

Change from Change from

previous

same peri

Latest period previous year Latest period previous year
Indicator Unit figure (%) %) figure (% } (%)
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION, Drcember qgtr 94 000 301.7 0.1 0.8 17 938.5 0.2 1.1
Natural increase no. 812 135 4.9 33 042 16.3 04
Net migration no. -5615 4395 17.6 8 798 —64.8 113.4
Total increase no. 198 -67.0 -214 47 840 =217 130
LABOUR FORCE. May 95p
Original series
Employed 000 1544 0.1 0.1 B 2308 _— 45
Unemployed 000 122 4.3 1.9 753.6 14 -11.3
Unemployment rate(a) % 7.3 0.3 0.7 8.4 0.1 -1.3
Punicipation rate(a) % 724 0.2 -1 631.7 -0.1 1.0
Long-term unemployed (Apr. 95) ne 2 586 ~15.4 -27.5 244 386 -1.1 ~233
Long-term unemployed as peroentage fotal
unemployed (Apr. 95)(a) % 21 -02 -8.3 329 0.6 =32
Trend series
Employed '000 153% -0.1 0.1 8§ 2241 0.3 4.5
Unemployed '000 12.3 2.5 7.2 759.0 -10 -129
Unemployment Tate(a) % 7.4 0.2 0.5 8.4 -02 - 1.6
Participation maie(a) % 721 —_ -0.2 63.7 0.1 0.%
JOB VACANCIES, February 95 000 1.3 -11 -13.3 51.2 -~ 1313 24.9
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, February 95
Working days lost 000 0.4 100.0 -33.3 51.2 290.8 11.8
Days Jost per 000 employees (year ended Feb. 95) no. 6 -250 92.4 T 1.3 -2338
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE, March 95
Secured commitments (o individuals for
Original series
Construction of dwellings Sm 7.3 377 -348 608.2 223 —-26.3
Purchase of new dwellings $m 12.8 11.3 —48.8 183.3 128 =237
Purchase of established dwellings Sm 46.5 6.4 -45.0 2 791.6 15.6 =294
Total housing commitments 3 772 ne ~420 3 5832 1635 ~288
Seasonally adjusted senes
Total housing commiiments $m 66.3 =12 ~417 3 1183 -13 -27.1
Trend series
Total housing commitments $m 68.5 -6.7 ~32.8 3 1561 -29 -26.7
BUILDING APFROVALS, April 95
Onginal senes
Dwetling units no. 163 10.1 -340 10 570 -217 -255
Value of new residential $m 16.6 -29 -36.2 976.5 -216 -18.1
Value of residential alterations and additions $m 44 12.8 -31.3 186.2 -14.0 4.3
Vaiue of non-residential $m 29.2 78.0 100.0 1 1447 554 783
Value of total building 3m 502 342 - 6.8 23073 50 14.6
Tremd senes
Dwelling units no. 173 -11.3 ~44.9 12 209 -3 =235
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, December qir 94
New houses no. 357 ~29.7 -14.4 31 B35 -57 06
Value of houses commenced $m 41.0 -232 -19.1 30418 ~-55 54
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 729 —288 109.5 2 087.2 10.0 -84
Value of total commencements : $m 1729 -157 383 70978 -~04 52
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TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JUNE 1995 — conrinued

Awustralien Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from Change from Change from
previous  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous year Latest period previous year
Indicator Unit figure (%) {%) Sigure’ (%) (%)
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION — conitnued
PRICE INDEXES
Established house price index, Mar. qir 95 (1989-90=100.0) 130.8 0.2 ~30 113.2 1.0 33
Price index of house building materials, Apr. 95 ) 1542 03 1.8 1579 0.1 28
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, December qtr 94 (1989-90=100.0}
Food 1136 1.2 2.0 i10.9 0.5 1.3
Housing 102.8 a1 3.6 975 2.7 4.2
Transportation 118.9 -0.6 1.2 116.8 -0.2 2.9
All groups 1138 1.1 22 238 038 235
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, Febnnry os
Original 1eties
Males 3 708.00 1.3 -056 650.10 1.3 39
Females h 512.80 4.4 4.6 430.60 1.3 33
Total persons 3 610.3¢ 33 15 54820 12 3.6
Trend series
Males b 703.00 -0.3 ~04 647.20 08 4.0
Females 3 503.00 0.3 33 42590 _ 2.6
Tota! persons 3 60].60 02 10 544 40 04 34
RETAIL TURNOVER, April 95
Oniginal series
Food retailing Sm 70.3 -43 129 371048 -22 11.9
Depariment stores Sm 23.8 1.7 538 906.1 11.7 8.9
Hospitality and services 3m 29.7 -51 1.0 1 663.0 -04 110
All other retailing $m 54.2 L1 42 2 9200 -19 6.0
Total $m 1785 -09 7.1 9 193¢ -006 9.5
Trend series
Food retailing $m 72.8 0.8 11.8 3 748.2 05 9.6
Department siores Sm 4.5 1.7 29 956.8 1.1 4.5
Hospitality and services Sm 3.1 30 4.0 1 6872 0.7 10.7
All other retailing Sm 54.7 =07 04 3 1187 0.3 4.5
Total $m 183.1 08 57 95109 05 75
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, September qir 94
Original sernes
Room nights L 213.9 7.4 7.1 B 9248 8.9 6.7
Takings al current prices $m 18.8 9.3 133 755.9 127 13.0
Takings al }989-90 prices §m 17.1 8.9 13.2 647.6 11.5 10.9
Sessonally adjusied scnes
Room nights 000 211.7 23 6.7 8 630.7 0.9 6.9
Takings af curtent prices Sm 19.0 5.8 13.1 738.5 34 13.1
Takings at 1989-90 prices Sm 17.2 89 12.4 622.8 18 11.1
Trend series
Room nights 000 210.2 0.1 7.8 8 6104 0.2 6.2
Takings at current prices $m 18.86 ER] 114 7327 14 11.6
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 16.7 1.8 92 6227 2.0 10.0
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS, Aprii 95
Motor vehicles no. 768 -356 -13 4712 - 16.6 B3
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. 960 -114 4.7 57 89S 14.8 13.0
Trend motor vehicles no. I 030 -0.7 27 54 272 0.5 5.0
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, September qur 54
Original series
Gross State product st avcrnge 1989-90 prices $m 2122 1.3 58 102 726 29 6.6
Gross State product af current prices Sm 2313 -24 -01 111 03§ 2.5 7.8
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices $in 3035 -1.8 6.6 101 834 13 8.0
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1343 3.2 28 69 191 4.] 7.2
Privaie gross fixed capital expenditure $m 339 5.9 K RY 18 709 23 I8.8
Trend serits
Gross State product at average 198990 prices $m 2034 =01 15 102 948 1.4 57
Gross State product at currenl prices $m 2 363 1.1 52 112 075 2.2 1.7
State final demand a1 average 1989-90 prices Sm 2997 -0.3 2.8 101 426 1.6 7.1
Privae final consumption expenditure 3m 1323 0.1 1.7 68 718 1.5 6.
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 326 79 16.8 18 758 5.2 16.4

{a) Change shown in fems of percentage paints. (b} ACT data 198687 = 100.00, Australia 198586 = 100.0.
Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0. $242.0, $609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, B635.8, 8731.0, £752.0, 9301.0.



TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA

Lates:
Indicator Unit period NSW Vic. Rid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Adest,
POPULATION ‘000 Dec. qir 94 6081.2 44870 32339 14719 17153 4726 172.7 3017 17 9385
LABOUR FORCE .
Employed persons {trend} 000 May 95p 27326 20655 151258 6525 8352 2012 81.9 153.5 8 224.1
Unemployment rate (trend) % Apr. 95p 19 26 8.9 9.8 7.4 10.3 7.2 7.4 B.4
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gross State product at
1989-90 prices (trend) $m Sept. qir 94 34 688 26 511 17 005 7389 11795 2192 1 080 2034 102 948
Gross State produc a
current prices (Lrend) Sm Sept qur 94 38 221 29 038 18 262 g£312 12167 2 3% 11354 2363 112075
BUILDING AFPRGVALS
Dwelling unils approved no. Apr. 95 3749 1 883 2 805 431 1180 200 108 163 10570
Dwelling enits approved (trend) no. Apr 95 4187 2 IBS 3157 685 1 519 243 126 173 12209
WValue of non-residential
twilding approved $m Apr. 95 724.5 1186 78.7 29.3 85.8 157 29 29.2 11447
Value of alf buildings approved Sm Apr. 95 1 164.0 3359 3711 1322 193.9 354 24.5 50.2 23073
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work donc $m Dec. qir 94 1 119.7 537.2 783.9 169.3 3584 40.4 778 51L& 31386
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) 3 Feh. qir 94  661.80 631.30 59350 61260 636.60 600.90 657.40 72130 636.00
RETAIL TRADE
Retai} tumover (trend} $m Apr. 95 33294 22111 17530 7387 950.4 2359 106.2 1831 9 5109
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied (trend) '000 Sept. qir 93 2929.6 13596 23035 480.0 789.1 2736 264.8 210.2 & 6104
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no. Apr. 95 19976 12 319 10 529 3 565 5138 1 D82 635 1030 54272
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth  Hobart Darwin Canberra Aust,
CONSUMER FRICE INDEX
(1989-90=100.0}
Food Dec. qir 94 111.4 108.8 1110 114.3 i1l.4 113.3 112.8 1136 110.9
Housing Dec. qir 54 99.1 95.0 104.0 956 91.3 97.6 107.7 102.8 97.5
Transporiation Dec. qir 94 114.9 118.5 115.4 1158 7.2 115.0 114.5 118.9 116.8
Alt Groups Dec. git 94 111.8 113.1 113.7 116.0 11%.0 1142 113.7 113.8 112.8
Average retail prices (cents)
Milk, caron, supermarkel sales 1 litre Mar. gtr 95 107.0 111.0 111.0 104.0 108.0 117.0 9.0 105.0 B.A.
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supernarket sales 680 g Mar. gtr 95 177.0 154.0 168.0 138.0 i55.0 157.0 §85.0 176.0 n.a.
Beef, amp steak 1 kg Mar. qir 95 12670 10680 11300 11390 11i420 11550 12260 11520 n.a.
Chicken, frozen 1kg Mar. qtr 95 303.0 3170 293.0 328.0 337.0 350.0 4.0 282.0 n.a
Potatoes 1kg Mar. gtr 95 101.0 136.0 105.0 100.0 124.0 76.0 122.0 109.0 n.a.
Coffee, instant 150 g jar Mar. qtr 95 183.0 581.0 574.0 5720 556.0 636.0 514.0 593.0 ns.
Scotch nip, public bar 30 ml Mar. qtr 95 297.0 2540 237.0 311.0 356.0 209.0 285.0 268.0 na.
Privale motoring — petrol,
leaded 1 fitre Mar. qr 95 68.9 70.5 62.6 71.3 72.9 725 74.5 72.8 na.
Privale motoring — petrol,
unleaded 1 litre Mar. gtr 95 66.9 68.5 60.6 69.1 709 70.5 725 70.8 na.




TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Latest
Indicator period NSW Vic. Qid SA W4 Tas. NT ACT Ausr.
POPULATION Dec. gtr 94 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.3 —_— 0.5 0.1 0.2
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) May 95p 0.2 0.6 0.4 6.3 0.5 0.6 -1.0 -0.1 0.3
Unemployment rate (trend)(a) May 95p -0.2 -02 0.1 =01 —_ -0.2 0.1 0.2 -0.2
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gros1 State product at
1989-90 prices (trend} SepL qtr 94 1.1 1.5 1.9 0.9 2.1 0.2 1.9 -0.1 1.4
Grosa State product at
current prices {trend) Sept. qir 94 1.9 21 23 21 22 09 28 1.1 22
BUILDING AFPROVALS
Dhwelling units approved Apr. 95 -10.0 -258 =210 —47.3 -33.0 -30.6 -19.3 10.1 -21.7
Dwelling umnits approved (trend) Apr. 95 -03 -43 -18 -59 -6.1 -04 1.6 -11.3 -3.1
Value of non-residential
building spproved Apr. 95 180.4 -10.2 -56.6 14.3 71.3 40 -67.4 78.0 55.4
Value of all buiidings approved Apr. 95 458 -188 -27.3 -17.8 -10.0 =27 -3.5 4.2 5.0
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work done Dec. qir 94 14.4 -57 04 7.9 5.0 135 21.6 ~4.4 5.3
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) Feb. qur 95 1.3 6.9 0.7 1.2 1.} 0.5 1.4 0.5 1.0
RETAIL TRADE
Retail titnover {irend) Apr. 95 06 0.6 0.4 1.0 -0l 0.9 0.3 0.8 0.5
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room mights eccuped (trend) Sept. qir 94 12 0.2 -13 -1.3 -03 1.7 -03 0.1 0.2
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Apr. 95 1.3 -09 27 -0.5 - 17 -18 -0.2 -0.7 0.5
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth  Hobart Darwin Canberma Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
(1989-90=100.0)
Foed Dec. qtr 94 1.1 0.2 03 ~02 ~0.2 -035 — 1.2 0.5
Housing Pec. qtr 94 2.4 2.5 29 35 37 3.0 23 31 2.7
Transportation Dec. qtr 94 -03 c1 -03 0.2 -0.6 10 -03 -0.6 -02
All Groups Dec. qtr 94 0.7 0.8 11 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.6 1.1 0.8
Average retail prices {cents)
Milk, carion, supermarket sales Mar. qir 95 1.9 2.8 3.7 2.0 1.9 1.7 —_ _ n.s
Bread, white Joaf, sliced,
supermarket sales Mar. qtr 95 4.1 -13 9.8 7.8 33 1.9 19 s D&
Beef, nimp strak Mar. qtr 95 23 -1.6 -08 13 6.0 -1.2 -6.2 (1X1 na.
Chicken, frozen Mar. qir 95 9.4 1.0 1.7 -09 8.0 5.1 ~4.4 3.7 0.8
Potators Mar. gir 95 -18 13.3 28 5.3 16 7.0 8.9 — na
Coffee, instant Mar. qir 95 108 8.6 7.5 9.8 6.7 5.8 -8.5 10.2 na,
Scotch nip, public bar Mar. qtr 95 1.3 08 1.3 1.3 23 14 2.1 — n.a.
Private motoring — petrol, Jeaded Mar. qtr 95 L6 1.6 38 0.7 5.3 -44 - 15 1.8 n.a
Private motoring — petrol, unleaded Mar. qir 93 17 | ] 39 0.6 55 ~45 1.5 1.9 n.a.

{n) Change shown in terms of percenlage points.

Note: Figures in the above tables are either preliminary. (inal or revised to previowsly published fgures. Usem should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information
Services if the siatus of the simtistic s important. Symbols used in this publication: — nil or rounded to zero, pa - not available; p - preliminary dats; np. - not available for

publicanon.,
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